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PER CURIAM.

Richard Kelley appeals from the district court’s1 adverse grant of summary
judgment in his employment action against West Teleservices (West), in which he
had alleged race and gender discrimination based on West’s failure to promote him.
Having carefully reviewed de novo the record and considered the parties’ briefs, we
agree with the district court’s bases for granting summary judgment.  See Whitley v.
Peer Review Sys., Inc., 221 F.3d 1053, 1055 (8th Cir. 2000) (standard of review).  
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We also conclude that the district court did not err in denying the parties’ first
set of summary judgment motions as premature; in refusing to strike West’s answer,
or to grant Kelley’s related motion for sanctions; and in determining that West’s
second motion for summary judgment was ripe for decision, particularly since Kelley
himself had moved a second time for summary judgment, and had not sought
postponement of the court’s ruling on West’s summary judgment motion under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56(f).

Accordingly, we affirm.  See 8th Cir. R. 47B.  
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